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II
the pharisees
Over against the Sadducees stand the Pharisees.1 The
meaning of the word is clear.2 The parushim ((paoioaloi)
are the separated ones (ol aycDoiauevot,}* those who are separated
from the common herd or am-haares (" people of the land "),
whose laxity in observing the Law rendered any contact with
them defiling. They spoke of themselves as the haberim, or
"brethren," and possibly as the hasidim, or "godly ones'5.4
It was their enemies who gave the term Pharisee a derogatory,
or even insulting, meaning. The word itself simply Indicates
their religious standpoint. Lagrange defines them 5 rightly
enough as 4; a fraternity boasting a unique acquaintance 'with the
Law of God, both written and oral, and organized for the purposes
of observing this Law with even greater exactitude, and of imposing
it on others.'"
Like the Sadducees, they did not constitute a genuine sect,
for the word sect usually implies a difference of creed between the
group in question and the rest of the adherents of their own
religion.6 And the Pharisees were not by any means opposed
to what may be termed normal Judaism. They aimed at the
most rigid observance of the Law. They professed exactly the
same veneration for the Torah as every other Israelite, but they
introduced new subtleties of interpretation, analysing and com-
menting, extending its scope and increasing its rigour by their
glosses. Even while they threw in the added wreight of their
own scruples, they never regarded the Law as a burden. On the
contrary, they welcomed it as the gracious gift of Jahweh, a
perpetual source of delight. In their view it was " the perfect
expression of what man himself would choose* if he had perfect
knowledge.9 J 7 Further, they saw no essential difference between
the Torah and the Haggadah or even the free Halachah, seeing
only in these the Torah itself enlarged, expounded and fructified ;
for they were unanimous in their conviction that neither the
1	Bibliography in LXXV, ii, 380 ff.
2	LXXV,   iii}   397;    EB,   art.   Scribes,   § 3;    CCLXXVHI, ii, 283 ;
CCLXXXIX, i, 57jf.
3	Jos., B.J., i, 3, 5 ;   Ant., xiii, 11, 2.
4	LXXVI, 132 ;   CCLXX7II, 235.
5	U, 272,
6	EB9 art. Scribes, § 5.   This conclusion is emphasized in S. Zeitlin,
The History of the Second Jewish Commonwealth, Philadelphia, 1933, xi,
43 jf., and the whole of chap. viii.
7 ccxcn, i6.

